The West Calder & District Model Flying Club


Annual Report 2002
Awards for All

We would like to acknowledge the support from the "Awards for All" fund in granting us money to help surface our car park, and to pay for a training week-end. Both had been hindered by the foot & mouth but we got the car park and drive surfaced in early 2002, and had the training weekend shortly after. The instructors and examiners were members of the Scottish Jet Team. We got 3 bronzes on the day and a forth shortly after.

The surplus money from the car park, plus money in the bank (just) allowed us to purchase the custom made container. This is already proving to be a major benefit to the club, and will be even more so throughout the winter.

Training

We took heed of various warnings, both verbally and in the magazines about Instructor Burn-out. No instructors means no training. We tackled this with a 2-pronged attack. The first was to introduce a Bronze training course which lasted for 6 to 8 weeks. This allowed beginners to arrange their home life around a known period of absence. Unfortunately, each Sunday on the first course was very windy, but we still logged about 30 training flights. The second course was much better. 
The second was to bring more people up to Instructor status, and to then arrange for only 2 instructors to be on duty each Sunday. This meant their only requirement was to teach once a month. In the event, most instructors continued to teach whenever they were at the field, but there was no pressure to do so as the load was significantly reduced.
In the period between the training courses we revert to individuals arranging training directly with an instructor, rather than the traditional “turn up and hope” method in use by most clubs. We achieved 4 Bronzes this year, and should see another 4 or 5 fairly soon.

Electric Fly-in
A great success with 25 people flying, approx 50 models, and a good few spectators. Well done everyone.
Building Nights

Another great idea from our Chairman. This hobby is not just about flying, but building as well. As we move to ARTFs the danger is that traditional building skills are forgotten. Great for the shops, but not so great for your wallet. 

Expert Guest Fliers

The idea here was to arrange a serious of visitors who could demonstrate the various disciplines in aeromodelling. This was a successful series and we would like to thank everyone who came along.

Gate

Many thanks to the team who replaced the gate. 
Membership

2002:- 21 adult members and 5 juniors.
2003:- 30 members and 3 juniors
We also have a number of people thinking about joining. Everyone needs to play their part here - it is not acceptable to ignore strangers who turn up. Unfortunately it happens in too many other clubs so it’s nice not to be one of them.
Junior Member of the Year

This goes to Kevin Laird for his perseverance in the face of horrendous flying conditions. 
Membership Renewals

I will be renewing the SAA memberships as soon as the renewal slips come in. We should therefore miss the worst of the renewal period, and should have cards back by mid January. Note that all cards get returned to me, even if you send the renewal off yourself. Please renew via myself as this will speed things up at the SAA end. The 2003 fees, if in my hands before the SAA AGM is £24. 
SAA AGM

The SAA’s AGM is on the 8th September in the Terraces Hotel Stirling at 1:00 PM so please show your support by coming along.
Safety

If engines need to be set up / tuned up / run at high revs over a period then members are encouraged to use the area to the North of the container. This will baffle the noise and be safer than running an engine at full tilt in the pits area.
Proposals for 2002

· Lengthen and widen the grass runway
· Purchase a frequency scanner
· Purchase & install a toilet
· Purchase & install a weather reporting facility
Summary

I hope you will continue to support the club as next year can only be better. Model flying is supposed to be fun but please make sure it is safe fun. If you wish to renew your membership but cannot make the AGM, I'll take cheques or cash anytime from now on. 

STOP PRESS: There will be a testing day on Sunday November 3rd, probably with Don Imrie FSAA and Peter McKenna. They will also demo the silver schedule for all of us who will be practicing over the winter.
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