The West Calder & District Model Flying Club


Annual Report 2001

This has been a pretty bad year as far as the club goes. Not as bad as for some of the farmers however, so we should be thankfull that we still have somewhere to fly from. We lost around 5 months flying before we were allowed back in, and a further 3 months of not getting the cars into the car park. This has obviously had a detrimental effect on our membership - some members will have given up or gone elsewhere; we could not provide the level of training we had planned; and we have not been able to attract as many new members as we would have liked. However, we have still had a lot of flying - witness Ulricht who must qualify for "Beginner of the Year", and Martin Southern who is now coming on leaps and bounds. Many thanks to Dave Gourley for the hours he has put in with both these guys. We are also getting a few members who can already fly and coming back into the hobby. This can only be good as it lets us see the standards we should aspire to. We would also like to thank our head gardener who is endeavouring to brighten up the place. However, it’s a tough battle against the sheep but the correct choice of plants and heather should see a success. 

STOP PRESS:- The gates will re-open on the 10th November and cars will be allowed back into the car park.
Awards for All

We would like to acknowledge the support from the "Awards for All" fund in granting us money to help surface our car park, and to pay for a training week-end. Both have been hindered by the foot & mouth crisis but hopefully we can get the car park and drive surfaced in early 2002, and have the training weekend shortly after. The instructors and examiners will be members of the Scottish Jet Team. Hopefully we can get a few bronzes on our home turf, especially as we did not manage to get any this year.

Grass Runway

This is now very useable and a great asset. Many thanks to all who helped build it, and who are now maintaining it. It was over-seeded about 1 year after it was sown, then it was cut, and a second cut taken about 6 weeks later. The slow-grow mix seems to be a success as the grass only needs cut once a month, not twice a wee. We also now own another large roller . 

Gate

We have ordered a replacement for the rusting gate and will change it at the earliest opportunity.

Outstanding Work

The timescales agreed with the council planner for completing the work is as follows:

Car park edges hidden by top soil and grass sown

End September 2000

Car park surfaced





End May 2001

Entrance finished





End May 2001

Again, we are way behind schedule, but should be able to complete everything fairly soon in the new year. The area between the carpark and runway will have a couple of new drains dug in an attempt to dry out this area


Membership

During this year we had 21 fully paid-up adult members and 5 juniors, and 5 new adult members have already joined for 2002. We also have a number of people thinking about joining. Everyone needs to play their part here:- it is not acceptable to ignore strangers who turn up. Unfortunately it happens in too many other clubs so its nice not to be one of them.

Junior Member of the Year

This award must go to 13 year old Steven Garden who had attended a number of building sessions along with his dad, and has transformed his Kingfisher from a box of balsa to something that is almost ready to fly. All he has to do now is finish covering it, and install the radio gear. 

Membership Renewals

I will be renewing the SAA memberships in the week following the AGM. We should therefore miss the worst of the renewal period, and should have cards back by mid January. Note that all cards get returned to me, even if you send the renewal off yourself. Please renew via myself as this speeds things up at the SAA end.

Safety

As the site is getting into a more acceptable state and we are getting an increase in the number of people flying, we would like to remind members that the pegboard should be used whenever more than 3 people are intending to fly. (See the SAA Safety Code), and that all flying is done to the north of the runway.

Plans for 2002

· Resurface car park and access road.

· Replace broken gate
· Purchase & install club hut (container)
· Get More Members
Summary

I think we are doing pretty well for a young club, considering we have only been going for 3 years. Its all thanks to people with vision and a willingness to help, either with hard labour, or hard cash. We now have the grass runway and have a pretty good site. Hopefully we can soon start holding fly-ins and inviting other clubs to come along. 

I hope you will continue to support the club as next year can only be better. If you wish to renew your membership but cannot make the AGM, I'll take cheques or cash anytime from now on. 
TOM Laird (Secretary)
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JIM McGlynn (Chairman)
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