The West Calder & District Model Flying Club


Annual Report 2000

Training
We now have 3 Futaba 6YFK’s for our instructors bringing the number of buddy-boxes up to 5. Club instructors are Douglas McLaren, John Donaldson, Martin Gibbs, Jim and myself. These have already proved their worth many times over, and at the price they are, should be considered by any newcommer as "Essential Equipment" given the damage they can prevent.

We would like to thank Douglas McLaren for his hard work in getting Andy Tullis and Dave Gourley through their bronze, and for getting Ian Parker to the stage where he can fly untethered. Thanks also to Martin Gibbs for getting Martin Clements through his bronze for gliding and to John Donaldson for all the training flights he has given. In 1999 we got 1 bronze, this year it was 4. That gives us 13 out 24 people with bronze or above. We should see at least 6 for next year so I hope things will be a lot busier at our site.

Electric Fence

Following months of intense work, the electric fence is installed and working, The electric fence is live and puts out 7000 volts at 0.24 mA. There are 2 sections which can be disconnected to give passage: one is 50 metres out from the west end of the runway and the other is north of the runway. The fence is delicate - please do not hit it with your models.  Thanks to Jim MgGlynn, Andy Tullis, Colin Hume for their efforts.

Grass Runway

This was a major undertaking, and one that was not part of the original plan. John Donaldson's small team (Andy Tullis, Martin Clements, Martin Southern, Dave Gillan) who scraped out the old top surface, put in the drainage tiles and then put in the new top surface are to be congratulated for their perseverance. You only have to look at the surrounding grass area to see the difference this extra work has made. Pictures are on the web site.

Car Park

Thanks are extended to West Lothian Contracts who donated 60 tons of road scrapings for the car park, and to Jim for having the initiative to ask for them. Thanks to Jim and Dave Gourley for helping to spread them.

Gate

Thanks are extended to Dave Gourley and John Donaldson for moving the gate, and improving the access. 

Outstanding Work

The timescales agreed with the council planner for completing the work is as follows:

South side of runway: de-stoned and grass sown

End September

Car park edges hidden by top soil and grass sown

End September

Car park surfaced





End May 2001

Entrance finished





End May 2001

Porta-cabin removed and final tidy-up



End May 2001


Freeport Exhibition

Once again, we put on an exhibition at the Freeport shopping complex. Although not as big as last year's we still had a dozen models on display. Harry West and Doug Thornton represented the SAA and the Sunday display was put on by the Hamilton club.

Stoneyburn Gala Day

Stuart McLaren and I attended the gala day with a small number of models. 

Membership

During this year we had 24 fully paid-up members, with 2 new adult members already joined for 2001. We also have a number of junior members who are getting started.

Membership Renewals

I will be renewing the SAA memberships in the week following the AGM ie before November 10th. We should therefore miss the worst of the renewal period, and should have cards back by mid December. Note that all cards get returned to me, even if you send the renewal off yourself. Please renew via myself and the block-booking system, as this speeds things up at Stuart's.

Safety

As the site is getting into a more acceptable state, and we are getting an increase in the number of people flying on the site, especially people who fly at other clubs, we have had a review of safety issues and would like to advise members of the following:

1 The existing starter box is intended for starting engines during events. It can be used on normal days but it is NOT a pits area. There should be no-one in the starter box when take-offs are into the east unless a fence is erected.
2 The pits area finishes 30 metres from the runway. This point is marked with a post, and a red painted rectangle. Spectator / pedestrian access is on the West side and the pilot's walkway to the runway is on the East. Models should point East i.e. away from the car park and spectator area. 

3 The existing pilot's stance in the centre of the runway will eventually be replaced with the new ones at either end of the runway. If the centre one is in use, people taking off can only use the area between the pilot's stance and the end of the runway. This might be all right for take-off's but would be impractical for landings. The end of the access path can be used as the east pilot’s stance until a new one is in place. The tiled area is the west pilot’s stance. (NOTE: Subsequently it was agreed to continue using the centre pilots stance, but with suitable safety fencing in place..
Plans for 2001

· Resurface car park and access road.

· Improve pilot's stances and access path.
I think we are doing pretty well for a young club, considering we have only been going for 2 years. Its thanks to people with vision and a willingness to help, either with hard labour, or hard cash. When the grass runway is useable next spring, we should have a pretty good site. Well done and I hope you will continue to support the club. If you wish to renew your membership but cannot make the AGM, I'll take cheques or cash anytime from now on. 
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